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A D V I S O R Y O P I N I O N 22-01

T h i s m a t t e r w a s h e a r d a t the S ta te o f N e v a d a B o a r d o f P h y s i c a l T h e r a p y (?Board?)

r e g u l a r p u b l i c m e e t i n g v i a Zoom videoconference o n M a y 6, 2022. P u r s u a n t t o t h e Board?s

a u t h o r i t y u n d e r N A C 640.310, the B o a r d cons idered a p e t i t i o n f r o m D r . A n d y H u t c h i s o n ,

D P T , GSC, W C C o n the issue o f w h e t h e r or n o t s u t u r e a n d stap le r e m o v a l ( o rde red by a

p h y s i c i a n o r p h y s i c i a n ex tende r ) i s w i t h i n t h e scope o f p rac t i ce o f a p h y s i c a l t h e r a p i s t i n

the S t a t e o f Nevada . D r . H u t c h i s o n appea red a t the h e a r i n g a n d p r o v i d e d b a c k g r o u n d f o r

d iscuss ion.

D E C I S I O N

B a s e d upon the i n f o r m a t i o n p r o v i d e d by D r . H u t c h i s o n a n d e n s u i n g d i scuss ion

a m o n g t h e B o a r d members , w h e r e b y t h e y agreed t h a t t h e fac i l i t y is respons ib le fo r h a v i n g

a p o l i c y a n d p r o c e d u r e r e g a r d i n g s u t u r e a n d s tap le r e m o v a l , t he f o l l o w i n g m o t i o n w a s m a d e

a n d passed u n a n i m o u s l y :

1 . P h y s i c a l t h e r a p i s t s a n d p h y s i c a l t h e r a p y a s s i s t a n t s m u s t have s u t u r e a n d

s tap le r e m o v a l a v a i l a b l e i n t h e po l i cy a n d p rocedu res o f t h e i r emp loye rs ; a n d

2. T r a i n i n g m u s t be p r o v i d e d a n d competenc ies d e m o n s t r a t e d fo r t h e emp loyees

a n d recorded.


